
   

Music – EYFS Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

Exploring Sound 

 
Lesson 1: Vocal 

Sounds 

 
Lesson 2: Body 

Sounds 

 
Lesson 3: 

Instrumental Sounds 

 
Lesson 4: 

Environmental 
Sounds 

 

 
Lesson 5: Nature 

Sounds  

To explore using 
voices to make a 

variety og sounds. 

To explore how to 
use our bodies to 

make sounds.  

To explore the sounds 
of different instruments.    

To identify sounds 
within the environment 

and differentiate 
between them.   

To use voices to 
imitate nature 

sounds.  

 

Key Vocab 

Voice 
Sound  
Whisper 
Speaking 
High 
Low 
Higher 
Lower  

Body sounds  
Rhythm 
Beat 
Stomp   
Tempo 
Drum  
Triangle 
Shaker 
Tambourine  

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 
Exploring using voices to make a variety og sounds with relvant 
symbols.   
 
Exploring using body parts to make a variety of sounds.    
 
Exploring using instruments to make a variety of sounds.   
 
Exploring sounds within the environment.   
 
Listening to sounds in nature and recreating them. 



   

Music – EYFS Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

Music and Movement 

 
Lesson 1: Action 

Songs 

 
Lesson 2: Finding the 

Beat 

 
Lesson 3: Exploring 

Tempo 

 
Lesson 4: Exploring 

tempo and pitch 
through dance 

 

 
Lesson 5: Music 
and Movement 
Performance  

To understand why 
songs have actions.  

To learn some simple 
Makaton signs to 

accompany a song.  

To explore beat through 
body movement. 

To express feelings and 
emotions through 

movement to music.  

To explore tempo 
through body 
movement.  

To explore pitch and 
tempo through scarf 
dancing and body 

movement.    

To perform actions to 
a small audience.  

 

Key Vocab 

Actions 
Sign language 
Makaton 
Communication 
Lyrics 
Verse  
Medium 
Fast 

Pulse 
Heartbreat 
Steady  
Repeat 
Constant  
Tempo 
Slow 
Whistle  

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 
Learn why songs can have actions and some simple Makaton signs to 
accompany a song.  

 
Explore the beat through body movement.  
 
Learn to recognise and react to different tempos in music.  
 
Learn to express different pitch and tempo in music through 
dance.  
 
Perform two movement and movement songs.  
 



   

Music – EYFS Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Transport 

 
Lesson 1: Exploring 

different types of 
transport 

 
Lesson 2: Trains  

 
Lesson 3: Boats 

 
Lesson 4: Cars 

 

 
Lesson 5: Transport 

Journey  

To explore creating 
sound effects.    

To explore making 
sounds at different 

speeds.    

To explore moving to 
different tempos.    

To interpret symbols to 
show a change in 

speed.   
 

To interpret a simple 
score to show tempo 

changes.   

 

Key Vocab 

Car 
Boat 
Train 
Fast 
Slow 
Journey  

Rowing 
Cruise 
Water 
Beat  
Stopping 
Symbols  

 

 

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 
 

Explore the sounds of different types of vehicles.  
 
Explore and mimick the sounds of a train.  
 
Explore sounds heard on and around boats 
 
Interpret symbols to reflect a car’s journey. 
 
Demonstrate simple rhythms on an instrument.  
 



   

Music – EYFS Learning Objectives – Summer 2 

Big Band  

 
Lesson 1: What makes 

an instrument? 

 
Lesson 2: Introduction 

to Orchestra  

 
Lesson 3: Follow the 

Beat 

 
Lesson 4: Tunes and 
Untuned Instruments  

 

 
Lesson 5: Big Band 

Performance   

To discuss what makes 
a musical instrument.     

To learn what an 
orchestra is.     

To copy and follow a 
beat.     

To experiment with 
playing tuned and 

untuned instruments.    
 

To choose 
appropriate 

instruments to 
represent different 

parts of a song.   

 

Key Vocab 

Band 
Shake 
Tap  
Bang 
Strum 
Jingle 
Pitch  
Rhytm  

 Orchestra 
Tempo 
Conductor 
Percussion 
Beat 
Wind 
Brass 
Strings 

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 

 
Learn about different musical instruments and use recyclable 
materials to create and play their own instruments.  
 
Learn about the four different groups of musical instruments, 
where they are positioned in the orchestra, their different sounds 
and the role of the conductor.  
 
Follow a beat usiing an untuned instrument and play their 
instruments together to match the beat.  
 
Experiment with playing tuned and untuned instruments and play 
along and sing in time to familiar songs.  
 
Select approproate instruments to represent different parts of a 
song before performing a practised song to a small audience.  



   

 

Music – Year 1 Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

Pulse and Rhythm: All About Me 

 

 

 



   

Music – Year 1 Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

Musical Vocabulary: Under the Sea 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 Music – Year 1 Learning Objectives – Spring 2 

Timbre and Rhythmic Patterns: Fairy Tales 

 

 



   

Music – Year 1 Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Pitch and Tempo: Superheroes 

 

 



   

Music – Year 2 Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

West African Call and Response Song 

 

 



   

Music – Year 2 Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

Orchestrial Instruments: Traditional Stories 

 

 



   

 Music – Year 2 Learning Objectives – Spring 2 

Musical Me 

 

 



   

Music – Year 2 Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Myths and Legends 

 

  

 



   

Music – Year 3 Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

Ballads 

 

 



   

Music – Year 3 Learning Objectives – Autumn 2 

Developing Singing Technique: The Vikings 

 

 

 



   

Music – Year 3 Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

Instrumental Unit 1: South Africa  

 
Lesson 1: Introduction to 

staff notations 

 
Lesson 2: Minims 

 
Lesson 3: Semibreves 

 
Lesson 4: Crotchets and 

Rests 
 

 
Lesson 5: Guboot Dance 

To identify the basc key 
features of staff notation.  

To recognise and play 
minims by ear and from 
staff notation, moving up 

and down by step.  

To recognise and play 
semibreves by ear and from 

staff notation.  

To recognise and play 
crotchets and crotchet rests 

by ear and from staff 
notaion. 

To compose rhythmic 
patterns for a gumboot 

dance.  

 

Key Vocab 

Music notation 
Staff notation 

Tuned percussion 
Staff / stave 

Treble clef 
Lines 

Spaces 
Crotchet 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 

Introducing the basic features of staff notation and 
music from South Africa 
 
Recognise and play minims, creating a harmonic 
ostinato to accompany the song ‘Put on your 
gumboots’  
 
Increasing familiarity with staff notation, 
semibreves are introduced and children explore 
South African gumboot dancing 
 
Understanding that a crotchet is worth one beat 
and practisisng playing a rhythmic ostinato in 
South African gumboot dancing 
 
Composing and performing rhymic patterns before 
a final performance of ‘put your gumboots on’ 



   

Music – Year 3 Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Instrumental Scheme 2: Caribbean 

 
Lesson 1: What is 

calypso? 

 
Lesson 2: What’s the 

story? 

 
Lesson 3: Instrumental 

Calypso 

 
Lesson 4: Calypso 

Quavers 
 

 
Lesson 5: Pentatonic 

Calypso 

To understand the main 
features of Calypso music. 

To improvice a vocal part in 
the style of a Calypso.  

To understand how and 
why percussion instruments 

can be used in Calypso 
music.  

To recognise and perform 
quavers from staff notation. 

To improvise in a Calypso 
style using a pentatonic 

scale.   

 

Key Vocab 

Calypso 
Kaiso 

Steel Pan 
Quaver 

Minim  
Semibreve 

Pentatonic Scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 

Discovering the origins of Calypso music, as well 
as some of its key features, before performing a 
Calypso style song.  
 
Creating and performing lyrics for a Calypso song. 
 
Learning about the importance of percussion 
instruments in Trinidad and playing and describing 
Calypso style percussion parts.  
 
Recognising and performing quavers from staff 
notation then playing them within the context of a 
Calypso song.  
 
Improvising in a Calypso style using a pentatonic 
scale and different rhythms on tuned percussion. 



   

Music – Year 3 Learning Objectives – Summer 2 

Traditional Instruments & Improvisation: India 

 

 



   

Music – Year 4 Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

Body and Tuned Percussion: Rainforests 

 

 



   

Music – Year 4 Learning Objectives – Autumn 2 

Changes in Pitch, Tempo and Dynamics: Rivers 

 

 



   

Music – Year 4 Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

Instrumental Scheme 3: South America 

 
Lesson 1: Vamos, let’s 

go! 

 
Lesson 2: History of Latin 

music.  

 
Lesson 3: Salsa Melodies 

 
Lesson 4: Melodic 

Composition 
 

 
Lesson 5: Carnival Spirit 

To learn, perform and 
combine the key rhythms 

used in salsa music.  

To understand the history 
and key features of Latin 

music.   

To identify the pitch of notes 
from staff notation, and play 

them accurately.   

To compose and notate a 
salsa-inspired melody.  

To confidently perform a 
piece of salsa music using 

voices, instruments and 
dancing.  

 

Key Vocab 

Latin 
Salsa 

Son Cubano 
Rumba 

Cha-cha-cha 
Samba 

Pitch 
Scale 

Melody 
Rhythm 
Tango 

 

 

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 
Learning to perform rhythms accurately using untuned percussion 
instruments and vocals combining the key rhythms used in salsa 
music.  
 
Discovering the importance of music and dance to Latin American 
culture. Learning about the history of Latin music, children begin to 
appreciate and understand the wide range of South American music 
and types of rumna, cha-cha-cha, samba and tango.  
 
Pupils create their own melodies using tunes percussion instruments 
to perform alongside the main song ‘Vamos, lets go!’ 
 
Composing salsa melodies; working on aspects of prior tunes 
percussion learning, including playing pitch notation, and 
understanding of the history/context of the music.  
 
The unit culminates with a celebration of the Latin American tradition 
of carnival, where children each take different roles using voice, 
dance, tunes and untuned percussion isntruments to perform their 
own mini carnival.  



   

Music – Year 4 Learning Objectives – Spring 2 

Samba & Carnival Sounds & Instruments 

 

 



   

Music – Year 4 Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Instrumental Scheme 4: Indonesia 

 
Lesson 1: Review of 

learning  

 
Lesson 2: Gamelan Music 

 
Lesson 3: Exploring 

Octaves 

 
Lesson 4: Cyclic Patterns 

 

 
Lesson 5: Finishing 

Touches 

To recall and describe key 
features of known musical 

genres.  

To understand the key 
features of gamelan music.  

To understand the concept 
of an octave.   

To explore how cyclic 
patters are used in gamelan 

music.  

To explore how different 
timbres can be combined to 
create an effect in gamelan 

music.    

 

Key Vocab 

Salsa 
Galypso 
Gumboot 
Gamelan 

Octave 
Cyclical 

Slendo Scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intended outcome of the unit 

Recapping the skills and knowledge acquired over the course 
of the previous units in the instrumental scheme and 
performing the tuned percussion parts for the associated songs 
learned.  
 
Learning the features of gamelan music, including the Slendro 
scale and cyclical rhythmic patterns, recognising and 
accurately naming traditional gamelan instruments.  
 
Learning what an octace is and identifying the same note at 
different octaves on an instrument and on staff notation.   
 
Learning about the cyclical structure of gamelan music, 
identifying octaves through a listening activity and creating a 
melody to play along to the main tune ‘Blue Sky’. 
 
Exploring the concept of ‘timbre’ and adding different timbres to 
the gamelan-inspired piece ‘Blue Sky’ before perfoming it.  



   

Music – Year 4 Learning Objectives – Summer 2 

Adapting and Transposing Motifs: Romans 

 

 



   

Music – Year 5 Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

Composing Notation: Ancient Egypt 

 

 



   

Music – Year 5 Learning Objectives – Autumn 2 

Blues 

 

 

 



   

Music – Year 5 Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

South and West Africa 

 

 



   

Music – Year 5 Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Composition for the Festival of Colour: Holi 

 

 

 

 



   

Music – Year 6 Learning Objectives – Autumn 1 

Dynamics, Pitch and Texture: Fingal’s Cave 

 

 



   

Music – Year 6 Learning Objectives – Autumn 2 

Theme and Variations: Pop Art 

 

 

 

 



   

Music – Year 6 Learning Objectives – Spring 1 

Baroque 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Music – Year 6 Learning Objectives – Summer 1 

Composing a Leavers’ Song 

 

 


